DISCOVER THE OCEAN. UNDERSTAND THE PLANET.

OCEAN SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM

Nurturing Enthusiasm in Students For Ocean Science and Technology
Through Interdisciplinary Peer-2-Peer Mentoring (16842) Ewing, N. Davidson, E.
Since 2012, Ocean Networks Canada has hosted the Ocean Science Symposium, a two-day event focused on engaging students
and educators in marine science and technology. Graduate students from various disciplines facilitate round table discussions and
hands-on activities, sharing their passion and inspiring students to pursue STEM careers. Educators attend discussions and
workshops to better incorporate marine science and real-time data into their lessons and classrooms.
Peer-to-Peer Mentoring

Symposium Goals and Outlines
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and incorporate real-time data and
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An Ocean of Connections
National
Students from coast-to-coast are eager for marine science content. National
collaboration with Dalhousie and the Business and Education Partnership of
Waterloo (BEP) resulted in 100’s of students sharing exciting marine science
knowledge from both the Atlantic and Paciﬁc coasts.
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International
The International Ocean Discovery Program’s (IODP) research vessel, the JOIDES Resolution
was moored in Victoria BC during the 2013 Ocean Science Symposium. To provide an
international science perspective, their Educators at Sea led the geology discussion and hands
on activities, which included examining real core samples. Tours of the JOIDES were also
organized for educators and graduate students the following day.

Misconceptions about “who” scientists are and what they
“do” seem to taint how high school students view themselves
as a future scientist. Providing them with role models only a
few years older opened their eyes to the various paths and
disciplines they could take.
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Having graduate students speak to younger students about
their research proved to be a great way to inspire them about
future studies and careers focused in marine science and
technology.

Physics

Numerous Disciplines
Marine science and technology is a very diverse ﬁeld that brings
together a broad mix of disciplines.

Since high school science classes are often taught independently of each
other, it is crucial that students recognize that ocean-related topics often
intersect many disciplines and therefore require collaboration to explore.
By highlighting the interdisciplinary aspect of marine science through interactive
discussions and activities, students can begin combining their passions to engage
in exciting post-secondary studies and careers.
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